
 

 

CHEM 1002 
Chemistry of Life and the Environment 

Fall, 2008 
Professor John A. Pojman 

www.pojman.com 
 
 

 
Office Phone (225) 578-7202 
Cell Phone  (504) 296-7224 (DonÕt hesitate to callÉ .) 
Office Hours Tuesday – Thursday 10:00AM – 11:00 AM 
  Wed 10:00 – 11:00 AM 
  and by appointment 
 211 Choppin Hall 
Email  john@pojman.com (Your best method to contact me.) 

Fax  (425) 740-8514 
 
Class Time 
3:10-4:30 pm on Tuesday &Thursday in 214 Williams 
 
Required Text 
Introductory Chemistry 3rd Edition by Nivaldo J. Tro 
Prerequisites 
CHEM 1001 or 1201 or 1421 
 
Calculator  
A scientific calculator is required for this class but it does not have to be a 
programmable calculator. You may not share calculators!  Get one that you can readily 
use. 
 
August 29:  By this date you should send me an email message telling me about yourself. 
 
Class Listserver  
I will distribute information to the class via CHEM1002-L 
 
Course Philosophy 
Chemistry is a very challenging area of study.  Some of the greatest minds throughout 
history have grappled with the problems we will study.  This is both a tremendous honor 
and a challenge.  I will do all that I can to help you learn.  You must be willing to work 
hard! 
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The worst mistake you can make is to get behind. As soon as you have difficulty, after 
having made a serious effort on your own, seek help.  You will be most welcome to make 
an appointment with me. 
 
Quizzes To provide you with feedback on the status of your understanding, weekly, 
graded quizzes will be given each Thursday at the start of class.  Be on time and bring a 
calculator.  There will not be any surprise quizzes.  A quiz may not be made up, but the 
lowest quiz grade will be dropped. 
 
Homework  There will be a homework assignment each week given out on Tuesday and 
due the following week. Some of the problems in each assignment will be graded.  For 
each problem (not exercise) you must give a wr itten explanation how you solved the 
problem or you will not receive any credit for that problem.  Problems will be 
graded on accuracy of scientific content, grammar and spelling.  No homework will 
be accepted late.  The lowest homework grade will be dropped. 
 
Working Together I encourage you to work in groups on the homework, but each student 
must turn in a homework assignment.  You will receive an extra 20% if you do work with 
another student.  Your partner(s) must sign your assignment.  Here is the catch:  I will 
average the scores of the partners, then add 20%. 
 
Course Content 
 
Review of SI Units and Dimensional Analysis 
Review of Chapter 13 (solutions). 
Review of Chapter 14 (acids and bases) 
Chapter 15 (Chemical Equilibrium) 
Chapter 16 (Oxidation and Reduction) 
Chapter 17 (Radioactivity and Nuclear Chemistry) 
Chapter 18 (Organic Chemistry) 
Chapter 19 (Biochemistry) 
 
Wr iting Project    
You will write a 5 - 7 page “ concept paper” on a topic from class.  Imagine you are 
writing for your colleagues.  Footnotes are not required.  This is not to be a research 
paper but a clear exposition of a topic from class.   
 
12 point font, 1" margins, double spaced 
 
October 16  Deadline for emailing me your topic. 
November 4  Give your paper to a colleague in this class to critique. 
November 15  Paper along with the marked up and signed draft reviewed by a colleague 
is due.  I will grade on technical accuracy, grammar and spelling.  You must write on a 
word processor.   
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End of Class Feedback  At the end of each class, you will be asked to spend one minute 
writing the main idea you learned that period and the main question that remains 
unanswered.  You will not be asked to put your name on it, but to leave it on the way out.  
You may offer any suggestions or comments as well.  At the beginning of the next 
period, I will review some of the questions and answer them. 
 
Quizzes 
There will be a weekly quiz on Thursday.  The quiz will consist of a 3 pt yes/no, 
true/false question and a 7 pt question that will require the solution to a problem. 
 
Sheet of Information 
You may bring to every quiz and exam a single 8.5 x 11” sheet of paper on which you 
have written on whatever want (both sides).  I suggest you include SI unit conversions 
and important constants. 
 
Tests 
If you are more than 30 minutes late for a test you will either not be given the test or else 
potentially be given a large deduction of points depending on the circumstances. If you 
miss a test with a written excuse judged to be valid by me, you will not be given a 
make-up test, but instead I will use the final exam grade to replace your missed test. The 
reason for missing the test should be put in writing and given to me. The exception to the 
above rule is that if the student is asked by the University to represent it at another 
location during the time when a test is given, I will work with the student to find an 
appropriate time for taking the test. Students who miss multiple tests need to discuss with 
me the consequences of these actions.  Depending upon circumstances the student may be 
given "0" for missing, an "F" for unsatisfactory work, or an "I" for incomplete work, or 
other remedies in the case of some valid excuses. 

CHEATING WI LL BE HANDLED IN ACCORDANCE WI TH THE 
UNIVERSITYÕS POLICY DESCRIBED IN THE CURRENT UNDERGRADUATE 
CATALOG. 

About the tests 

¥ 4 tests: 3 Class Tests & 1 Final Exam 
¥ The final exam is comprehensive. 
¥ If your % score on the final exam is higher than the lowest grade of your other 

tests, I will replace the lower score with what you made on the final.  
¥ Bring a pencil and calculator to the tests 

Tentative Test Schedule 
Test 1  Thursday, September 25 
Test 2  Thursday, October 23 
Test 3  Thursday, November 20 
Final Exam 214 Williams on Friday, Dec. 12 at 7:30-9:30 AM 
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Grading 
Quizzes 10% 
Homework 10% 
Paper  10% 
Exam 1 10% 
Exam 2 15% 
Exam 3 20% 
Final Exam 25% 
Scale 
A  100 - 90 
B  89 - 80 
C  79 - 68 
D  67 - 58  
F less than 58 

I reserve the right to add points uniformly to class test scores and/or change the scale in a 
way that benefits you. 

Human Rights Complaints 

Undoubtedly, I and/or my assistant will make mistakes grading or providing information.  
Instead of addressing each instance at the time, I ask that you save them until the end of 
the semester.  At the Final Exam, you can turn in a HRC detailing how you have been 
adversely affected by the sloth, incompetence or negligence of the instructor.  After I 
compute the final grades, I will determine if the number of points you contest would 
affect your final grade.  If so, I will then determine if your claim has merit. 

Tutorial Center  
263 Coates Hall 
CHEM:  1001, 1002, 1201, 1202, 2261, 2262 
Monday - Thursday:  11:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Friday:  11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Phone:  578-7744 
www.cas.lsu.edu 
 
Disability Services 
"If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for 
which you may require accommodations, please see a staff member in the Office of 
Disability Services (112 Johnston Hall) so that such accommodations can be considered.  
Student that receive accommodation letters, please meet with me to discuss the 
provisions of those accommodations as soon as possible. 
 
The Office of Disability Services (ODS) administers the compliance with ADA.  Their 
web page: http://appl003.lsu.edu/slas/ods.nsf/index 
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