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Due October 16 
A building in Newport, Rhode Island was supposed  to have been built by the Vikings in 
1000 CE (Common Era, i.e, A.D.).  The carbon from the CaCO3 in the mortar was 
sampled and the actual construction date was 1680.  Calculate the fraction of 14C 
compared to current levels, in the mortar. How much more 14C was present than would 
have been if there mortar actually was prepared in 1000 CE? 
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