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Agenda for 10/28/08 

paralipsis  
παραλεπψισ 

 
 par-a-lip'-sis  
from Gk. para , "side" and leipein , "to leave"  
("to leave to one side")  
Also sp. paraleipsis, paralepsis  
antiphrasis, parasiopesis  
occultatio, occupatio,  
praeteritio, preteritio, praetermissio  
the passager  
 
Stating and drawing attention to something in the very 
act of pretending to pass it over. A kind of irony.  
 
  
Example  
 
It would be unseemly for me to dwell on Bill O’Reilly’s recent 
problems with a sexual harassment lawsuit or the apparent hypocrisy 
of his actions. 
 
Melville's narrator of Moby Dick, Ishmael, manages to characterize 
Queequeg in the very act of stating he will pass over such detials:  
We will not speak of all Queequeg's peculiarities here; how he 
eschewed coffee and hot rolls, and applied his undivided attention to 
beefsteaks, done rare. —Moby Dick "Breakfast" 
 
 
 
Nicotine  Jean Nicot 
Jean Nicot experimented with crushed tobacco leaves 
used as a snuff  to curing migraine headache. 
 
In 1560 he gave a sample of th is medicine to Catherine 
de Medici who was a chronic migraine sufferer.  It was 
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quite effective in relieving her headaches.  More and 
more was brought to her and the aristocracy over time. 
narcissism,ist 
 
Narcissist, narcissism 
Narcissus 
Greek Mythology A young man who pined away in love for his own 
image in a pool of water and was transformed into the flower that 
bears his name. 
 
cogito ergo sum.  I think therefore I am. 
Cogito ergo possum….I think therefore I play dead. 
 
Vis a vis 
 
Etymology: French, literally, face-to-face 
Date: 1755 
1 : face-to-face with 
2 : in relation to 
3 : as compared with 
 
 
Tete a tete 
Function: noun 
Etymology: French, literally, head to head 
Date: 1697 
1 : a private conversation between two persons 
2 : a short piece of furniture (as a sofa) intended to seat two 
persons especially facing each other 
 
Function: adverb 
Date: 1700 
: in private 
 
Function: adjective 
Date: 1728 
: FACE-TO-FACE, PRIVATE 
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Order Out of Chaos ….”How Molecules Organize Themselves” 
 


