
Agenda September 9, 2008 
 
1.   Word of the day 

 
 
Main Entry: so·lip·sism  
Pronunciation: 'sO-l&p-"si-z&m, 'sä- 
Function: noun 
Etymology: Latin solus alone + ipse self 
Date: 1874 

: a theory holding that the self can know nothing but its own 
 

• pojmanym of the day 
bedlam 
Main Entry: bed·lam  
Pronunciation: 'bed-l&m 
Function: noun 
Etymology: Bedlam, popular name for the Hospital of Saint 
Mary of Bethlehem, London, an insane asylum, from Middle 
English Bedlem Bethlehem 
Date: 1522 
1 obsolete : MADMAN, LUNATIC 
2 often capitalized : a lunatic asylum 
3 : a place, scene, or state of uproar and confusion 
 
bloomers 
 
 
Etymology: Amelia Bloomer 
Date: 1851 
1 : a costume for women consisting of a skirt over long loose 
trousers gathered closely about the ankles 
2 plural a : full loose trousers gathered at the knee formerly worn 
by women for athletics b : underpants of similar design worn 
chiefly by girls and women 
batty 



 
bi·ki·ni  
Pronunciation: b&-'kE-nE 
Function: noun 
Etymology: French, from Bikini, atoll of the Marshall islands 
Date: 1947 
1 a : a woman's scanty two-piece bathing suit b : a man's brief 
swimsuit 
2 : a man's or woman's low-cut briefs 
 
burke  
Pronunciation: 'b&rk 
Function: transitive verb 
Inflected Form(s): burked; burk·ing 
Etymology: from burke to suffocate, from William Burke died 1829 Irish criminal 
executed for smothering victims to sell their bodies for dissection 
Date: 1840 
 
Latin Expressions 
 
Etc = et cetera 
e.g. exempli gratia 
i.e. 
 id est 
Per se 
malum in se 
malum prohibitum 
sui generis 
 
RSVP  Respondez Vous, Si’ll Vous Plez 
 
 
4. Epistemology 
 

Principle of Falsification 
 

The core element of a scientific hypothesis is that it must be 
capable of being proven false. 
 



5. What is Chemistry? 
The theory that the physical world is composed of 
materials composed of atoms and how the atoms are 
connected affects the properties of the materials. 
 
6. Why do we study it? 

 
To paraphrase President Kennedy: 
 
We choose to study chemistry and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but because they are hard,  because 
that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our  
energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we 
are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and 
one which we intend  to win, and the others, too. 
 
 

7. Review the mole concept and relationship between moles, 
molecular weight and Avogadro’s number. 

8. How large is a molecule? 


